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SUBJECT: VISIT OF S/A PENN 

1 . AS I AM CERTAIN YOU ARE WELL AWARE, RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE U.S. AND ETHIOPIA HAVE BEEN TENOUS FOR A LONG TIME 
AND AT PRESENT ARE AGAIN AT A CRITICAL JUNCTURE. EVEN 

MINOR ANNOYANCES TO THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF 
SOCIALIST ETHIOPIA (PMGSE) OR UNFAVORABLE INCIDENTS 
INVOLVING THE AMERICAN MISSION COULD HAVE A DRAMATIC IMPACT. 

2. THE NEED TO DISPOSE OF THE IRRAELI HAND GRENADES COULD 
HAVE LED TO JUST THIS SORT OF INCIDENT WHICH WOULD HAVE 
DAMAGED OR AT THE VERY LEAST EMBARRASSED OUR RELATIONS. 

BUT AT THE SAME TIME, I AGREED WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH RSO SARTAIN 
THAT THEIR DESTRUCTION WAS NECESSARY FOR THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS 
AND LOCALS WORKING AND LIVING ON THE EMBASSY COMPOUND 
AN OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION. COOPERATION FROM THE 
PMGSE WITHIN THE TIME LIMITS IMPOSED BY SAFETY WAS OUT OF 
THE QUESTION. 
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3. 1 WOULD THEREFORE, LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS 
MY APPRECIATION AND THAT OF THE ENTIRE MISSION FOR THE COURAGE 
OF AND JOB DONE EXPERTLY BY SPECIAL AGENT PENN AND TO COMMENT 
ON THE PROFESSIONALISM AND TIMELY RESPONSE OF SY AS A WHOLE. 

4. IT’S ASSETS SUCH AS THESE WHICH CREDIT YOUR ORGANIZATION 
AND BENEFIT THE FOREIGN SERVICE AS A WHOLE. IT IS COMFORTING 
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TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE SKILLS SUCH AS SPECIAL AGENT PENN'S 
AVAILABLE WHEN THE NEED ARISES, ALSO THAT THE PEOPLE IN SY ARE 
READY TO RISK THEIR OWN LIVES FOR THE NEEDS OF THEIR COUNTRY. 

I KNEW THIS INTELLECTUALLY FROM MY PARTICIPATION IN THE 1976 
INSPECTION OF SY, BUT THIS EXPERIENCE BROUGHT IT HOME TO ME 
VIVIDLY. 

5. AGAIN, WELL DONE AND MANY THANKS TO YOU AND TO S/A PENN. 

RSO SARTAIN AND HIS PREDECESSOR. J.S. HIPSON, HAVE BEEN TOLD 
PERSONALLY OF MY RESPECT AND APPRECIATION FOR THEIR INTELLIGENT 
HANDLING OF THIS MATTER. SARTAIN, INCIDENTALLY, HELPED PENN IN 
THE DESTRUCTION AND ALSO SHOWED EXEMPLARY COURAGE. 

MATHERON 
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